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COMPOSER’S BIOGRAPHY

The music of Chin-ting (Patrick) CHAN stems from an interest in representing his
impressions of the visual world with sonic images. Chan has been a fellow and guest
composer at the International Computer Music Conference, the International Rostrum
of Composers, IRCAM’s ManiFeste, June in Buffalo and the Wellesley Composers
Conference, and has received awards and recognitions including those from the
Interdisciplinary Festival for Music and Sound Art, the Soli fan tutti Composition Prize,
the American Prize, Foundation for Modern Music, the MidAmerican Center for
Contemporary Music, newEar and the New-Music Consortium.

Chan has held faculty positions at the University of Missouri-Kansas City and Kansas
City Kansas Community College. He holds degrees from the University of Missouri—
Kansas City (D.M.A.), Bowling Green State University (M.M.) and San José¢ State
University (B.M.). His mentors have included Chen Yi, Zhou Long, James Mobberley,
Paul Rudy, Marilyn Shrude, Burton Beerman, Andrea Reinkemeyer, Brian Belet and
Pablo Furman.
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PROGRAMME NOTES

time, unfolding (2014)

Jor large chamber ensemble

time, unfolding (2014) was written for performance in the 70" Annual Composers
Conference at Wellesley College. It explores the slow unfolding of musical materials and
how it affects our perception of musical time. The idea of “unfolding time” manifests
itself into the composition, and shapes the way it is structured in both the macro and
micro levels. Ultimately, time is “unfolded” through the shape and movement that the
music creates. This piece features five sections, resembling a symmetrical arch form.
The beginning section is built upon three twelve-note chords multi-layered with micro-
rhythmic activities. It uses a gradual contraction of harmonic rhythm to progress. In the
next section, this static atmospheric sonority is dissolved. A linear progression that finds
its root from the preceding section becomes the focus. This part projects the static
harmony to the foreground, where it becomes more present, with contrapuntal activities
and intricate rhythmic interplays between instruments. The materials slowly migrate to
a slower-paced passage that recalls the beginning texture. In this third section, the
percussion and the piano resonate with the string harmonics and a mellow wind melody.
A reverse process of materials soon follows. It allows the intricate activities to return,
eventually building up to a final climax that has shimmering and brilliant textures. The
work ends with the initial harmonic progression, combined with fragments of gestures
from many previous sections.
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Performers:
James Baker (conductor) Christopher Oldfather (piano)
Barry Crawford (flute) Yuki Numata Resnick (violin I)

Benjamin Fingland (clarinet)  Owen Dalby (violin II)
Adrian Morejon (bassoon) Liuh-Wen Ting (viola)
Adam Unsworth (horn) Chris Gross (cello)
Matthew Gold (percussion) Doug Balliett (double bass)

The recording was taken place at Wellesley College, MA (USA) on 2nd August 2014.



