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The White Abstract

The White Abstract is inspired by the painting Number 31 created by the artist Jackson
Pollock (1912-1956), who was benchmark of the American abstract expressionism of the mid-
twentieth century.

To obtain the ideas and expression of Number 31, the white strokes of the painting were
extracted applying a filtering process, and then, overlaying transparent sheets with staves,
those white brushstrokes were translated to musical gestures. The close relationship between
the musical material and the visual material is reflected by the result of this process; however,
the personal and musical perception of the image is the primary content of this string quartet.

The piece recreates two of the most important techniques used by Jackson Pollock: the
dripping, which consists of performing quick strokes with paint drips, and the all-over, which
means to leave no space unfilled. These techniques are reflected in the notation used in the
score with the intention of create a work of the abstract expressionism style, full of vitality and
dynamism.



