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COMPOSER’S BIOGRAPHY

Jason Chen graduated from the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of
Music in 1995 with a Bachelor of Music Degree, majoring in composition and piano
with a 4-year scholarship. He later furthered his musical studies at the Hong Kong
Baptist University, receiving the Master of Arts (majoring in composition and electro-
acoustic music) and Diploma of Education (majoring in Music) respectively in 2000 and
2002. A composer, pianist and researcher, he studied jazz piano and arranging with
Prof. Kim Park, and composition under tutorship of Prof. James Mobberley and Prof.
John Chen, and has written over 40 compositions including works for orchestra,
chamber music, electroacoustic music and writing music for TV commercials, movie
soundtracks. His works have been published by Warner music, Universal music, Sony
music, Capital Artist, What’s music and EEG Records.

Chen 1s currently the Assistant Professor in the Department of Cultural and Creative
Arts at the Hong Kong Institute of Education. He is also a PhD in music technology at
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) University, Australia, researching on
multi-media music composition. His articles have been published by the top-ranked
journals such as International Journal of Music Education, Research Studies in Music Education
and Music Education Research. He was the jury panel for New Generation Concert and

conducted various workshops for HKAPA, HKCG and EDB.
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PROGRAMME NOTES

Global Warning (2011)

Jor 12 classical guitars

Global warning was first premiered by the Hong Kong Guitar Orchestra (12 guitars) in
the Musiwcarama 2011 as a commission piece by Hong Kong Composers’ Guild. The
piece depicts the extreme global climatic changes happened in these recent years. As an
introduction, a warning sound with trills and tremolos suddenly comes in to resemble
the emergency. In the middle section, the guitar solo demonstrates some extended
techniques, such as adapting some Pipa instrumental techniques with improvisation as a
reflective contemplation. In the last section, the motive comes back in a more textural
and spatial approach to depict the climatic change such as the power of tsunami.
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Performer:
Chan Hing-wah (guitar)

The recording was taken place at the Hong Kong Institute of Education in December

2013.



