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> WORK: "Time Etudes" for orchestra, two female choirs and voice solo
> COMPOSER: Peter Kerkelov

> PERFORMERS: Reut Rivka Shabi (soprano), Female voices of Bulgarian National
Radio Mixed Choir, Bulgarian National Radio Symphony Orchestra, conducted by
Dragomir Yossifov.

> "Time Etudes" does not attempt to musically deal with the subject of time as a deep
philosophical question - infinity, stillness, immensity. Instead it uses the idea of
"human" time - measurable, cyclical, finite... But human in time is far beyond the
numbers he creates. It is about observation, childhood memories, rituals - all kinds of
vital acts, that need time to unfold and thus we to unfold through them. And that
merging of needless measure and foolish emotion is what gives time a true paradoxical
beauty. The (close to) equally long studies of this composition are like six identically
sized canvases, in which same spaces of density and emptiness are rearranged in
different ways. It is a trial of a hopeless plea to understand what to do with "all this
time", to find the connection. But may be at the end of all this Hamlet awaits and retorts:
"The time is out of joint".

> "BpemeBu em100u" He ce OIIMTBA [a OINICBa Ype3 My3VKa BpeMeTO KaTo IBJIO0KO

dpwtocodxm BBIIpOC - 6e3KpatHOCT, CTATMYHOCT, HeOO0SATHOCT. BMecTo ToBa eTronmuTe ce
pasrpbIIaT II0 "4OBeIIKOTO" BVDKIaHe 3a KadecTBaTa My — M3MepUMOCT, IVKIIMYHOCT,
KpanHOoCT... Ho uoBek BbB BpeMeTo € MHOT'O OTBBJ], UlcilaTa, KOUTO Ch3daBa. To 3a Hero e
HaOJII0/IeH1e, CIIOMeHM OT JeTCTBOTO, PUTYyaIu — BCeBb3MOXKHM BUI0BE XXIM3HEHO BaXKHU
aKTMBHOCTVI, KOUTO MMaT HyXX[Ia OT BpeMe, 3a JJa Cce pasrbpHAaT 1 TaKa 1 Hue JIa ce
pasrbpHeM upe3 Tgx. VIMeHo ciMBaHeTo Ha HeHY XHOTO MepwIo 1 HavBHaTa
€MOIIVIOHAJTHOCT € TOBa, KOeTo IIpriaBaT Ha BpeMeTO HeroBaTa MCTMHCKA ITapagoKcaTHa
kpacorta. [Toutn emHakBO OyIM3KMATE IO BpeMeTpaeHe eTIOAV B Ta3V KOMITO3MIINS ca KaTo
IIIeCT eTHAKBY I10 pa3Mep IUIaTHA, B KOWTO €IHV M CBIIM IIPOCTPAHCTBA Ha I'bCTOTA U
IIpa3HOTa ca IIpeHapeNeH I TI0 Pa3IMIHY HaunHM. ToBa e onmT 3a eMuH Oe3HaIeXIeH
ariesI KbM TOBa J1a ce pa3Oepe, KaKBO [ia ce IIpaBy C , BCYKOTO TOBa BpeMe”, [1a ce
HaMepu Bpb3Ka. Moyxe Ou1 Ha Kpasi Ha BCMUYKM Te3V BBIIPOCH XaMmJIeT OYaKBa M OTBPBbIIIA:

"Bpemeto e pasriiobeHo".



> PETER KERKELOV (b. 1984) is a Bulgarian
composer. His compositions still preserving
their pure musical charm, very often cross the
limits of mere sonic games and aim to the
fields of philosophy, to those art forms,
whose elements he integrates in his
conceptions. His composition "Attempt at

screaming" (performed by the "Musica Nova"
Sofia ens. under Dragomir Yossifov) is the winner in the "under 30" category at the 59th
International Rostrum of Composers in Stockholm, 2012. Other awards include a
scholarship from the British Music Society; a scholarship from the Wagner Society and a
scholarship for classical music from the Raina Kabaivanska Foundation (twice).
Kerkelov’s music has been performed in Bulgaria, The Netherlands, Germany, Austria
and the USA at such venues/events as Konzerthaus Wien, Gaudeamus Music Week
(The Netherlands) and the annual New Bulgarian Music Review (Bulgaria) performed
by Asko/Schoenberg Ensemble (The Netherlands), "Bang on a Can All-Stars" (USA),
Ensemble PHACE (Austria), Ensemble "Musica Nova" (Bulgaria), Ruysdael Kwartet
(The Netherlands) a.o. He has participated in masterclasses with Louis Andriessen,
David Lang and Kaija Saariaho. Recent projects include the recording of "Time etudes"
for orchestra, two female choirs and a voice solo, commissioned by Bulgarian National Radio;
a musical theater piece in collaboration with the Russian/Israeli director Masha
Nemirovsky for the 2019 European Capital of Culture Plovdiv, Bulgaria; an accordion
solo composition for Krassimir Sterev (Klangforum Wien). Previously Peter Kerkelov
has been commissioned by The Royal Conservatoire (The Hague) on the occasion of
opening year 2011/2012; Duo Cajon and Ruysdael Kwartet on the occasion of Dutch
Chamber Music Society's 100th anniversary. His scores have been published and
recorded by Union of Bulgarian Composers, Bulgarian National Radio, "BalkaNota" and
AMDFA. The first CD of his music was released by the independent Ukrainian label
da_sein_rec. Currently P. Kerkelov follows PhD in Ethnomusicology at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences. He holds a Master's degree in composition from The Royal
Conservatoire in The Hague, The Netherlands, where he studied under Martijn Padding
and Guus Janssen; Master's degree in composition under prof. Dimitar Tapkov and
Bachelor degree in classical guitar under Milena and Valentin Valchevi from Academy
of Music, Dance and Fine Arts (AMDFA) in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Kerkelov has specialized
composition with prof. Dan Dediu at the National Music University in Bucharest,
Romania, 2006/2007, graduating with distinction.
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