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Péter Tornyai
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Sospiro congelato — Passacaglia senza passi (12:26)

"What sighed? Who sighed? Bluebeard! Your castle! "

There is a pause in the opera's music before these words of Judit, Bartok did
not set to music a sigh, but entered into the score: "... a deep, heavy sigh hums up. So
cries the night wind alongside lengthy, depressed hallways." This mysterious, not
articulated sound and one of the oldest expressive and descriptive formula of the
music history - the minor second of dipping sigh-motif - are related to the questions
which made me to compose my piece. In the references of Bluebeard it was also
important that the sigh of the castle is that we (not) hear. The building's interior voice
gives another aspect to commonplace attributed to Goethe: "Architecture is frozen
music". Searching for freezing in the illusion of becoming infinite, the building of
this piece of music resembles an Escher-representation. As a further symbolic
reference, the endless process starts from ancient shape of Bartok alpha chord. The
fragmented prelude in which get priority the acoustic spatiality and two harps, leads
to no action passacaglia.

The piece was composed for 70 anniversary of Bartok's death, requested by the
Hungarian Radio Symphony Orchestra. The world premiere was on September 26,
2015 at the Palace of Arts.
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