Gabriele Cosmi

Vardzia, for orchestra (2014)
Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della Rai
Conductor Francesco Lanzillotta

Recorded in Torino, “A. Toscanini” Rai Auditorium, 13 February 2015
Dur. 9'24”

Vardzia is a monastery located in south Georgia. The complex was built by digging and
carving the rock of the mountain Erusheli on which the monastery rests. The oxymoronic
relationship between the material component of the rock and the spiritual component of
the monastery inspired the formal tension of the piece. From sound events massive, dense,
material precisely, resulting filaments sound transparent floating in space sound, almost
weightless. The musical form is not designed with the purpose of revealing a "romance" but
a path, one of many possible paths, the discovery of six thousand rooms of the monastery.
Everything is already there and "visible" to listening but in every room there is something
unique that is illuminated and analyzed.
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