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Jekabs JANCEVSKIS

When
for mixed choir and cello, text by William Shakespeare, (2016), 10:14

Mixed Choir of Riga Cathedral Choir School, Jurgis Cabulis (conductor), Kristaps
Bergs (cello)
Recorded: Latvian Radio 1st Studio, 2019.

Jekabs Jancevskis (1992) — one of the
most outstanding and beloved Latvian
composers of his generation — started
composing while still being a student,
receiving commissions from the most
acknowledged Latvian musicians and
performer groups. Jancevskis started his
musical education at Riga Music School
No 1, graduating the piano class;
afterwards he finished the Riga
Cathedral Choir School with a diploma
in choir conducting. While still at the
elementary school Jancevskis showed
interest in the field of composition,
optionally studying with composers llze
Arne and Pauls Dambis. A particular
encouragement to study composition
professionally was given by Eriks
ESenvalds who urged him to take part in
competitions, attend new music concerts and analyze scores.

Jekabs Jancevskis entered the Jazeps Vitols Latvian Academy of Music,
finishing his bachelor studies and obtaining a degree in composition with Professor
Selga Mence. Presently Jancevskis is studying for his master’s degree (Janis
Petraskevics class). The composer himself teaches composition at the Riga Cathedral
Choir School, is the leader of vocal ensemble Jiiti and conducts choirs Sola and
Anima.

JanCevskis’ music is a beautiful enigma — it contains a heart touching message
without setting any highbrow filters; it bears a veil of true soulfulness, enticing to
uncover it and listen to the music again and again. His compositions encompass a
romantically masculine world of sounds, solemnly contemplating on the phenomena
of this world and life. Janéevskis’ music counterbalances emotionality, striking
tunefulness and compositional wisdom, encompassing a deliberative and skilfully
constructed form, original whirls of texture and good taste with regard to the mental
experience, revealed in the music. It honestly reflects the emotional world of a human
being, though transcending one owns pathos and reservedly, yet elegantly embodying




a metaphysical level of the message in music. Even though the composer mainly
chooses to focus on deep topics — man and his relations with the world or historical
events from a today’s perspective — he is no stranger to humour and irony when
speaking of the modern capitalist society.

Choir music takes up a significant part of Janc¢evskis creative work — his
compositions have been performed by the MDR Leipzig Radio Choir and world
renowned Latvian professional choirs — Latvian Radio Choir and State choir Latvija —
as well as chamber choir Ave Sol and the best youth choirs. JanCevskis has a
particularly close collaboration with Maris Sirmais, the artistic director of State Choir
Latvija, and Kaspars Adamsons, the artistic director of choir S6la, who have
performed Janc¢evskis’ music on many occasions already.

The composer has written music for theatre plays and films as well.
JanCevskis’ mother is an actress, and the theatre environment has provided the first
amazing impressions for the world of music. Uncountable hours behind the scene and
in the theatre boxes, as well as participation in several plays and films — all of it
helped shape Jancevskis’ melodic imagination and experience, allowing him to create
countless piano improvisations on his theatre experience at an early age already.

Jancevskis says “(..) my music is not explicitly
complicated for the time being, though I don’t deny
that | am fascinated by such masterpieces of other
composers. My music emphasizes the emotional depth,
an unending dramaturgical progression and evolution,
the stability and steadiness of the form and as much a
vivid instrumentation as possible. 1think it is
important to speak frankly about the topicalities and
events of the era in music, it is important to be timid
neither of deep experiences, nor flickers of emotion. |
feel that there are people who understand me.”

Prepared by musicologist Lauma Malnace, translated
by Madara Bernharda-Adamsone.

WHEN for mixed choir and cello was commissioned by Latvian Radio Choir and
conductor Kaspars Adamsons, premiered April 8, 2016. There are two strong
inspirations goals: the one is the choir, other one — the text by William Shakespeare.
Jancevskis says: ,,Sometimes the music just arises, and there is no explanation why
and how... If there aren’t suggestive and meaningful words, then I wouldn’t be proud
of the result of music.”

"When he shall die,
Take him and cut him out in little stars,
And he will make the face of heaven so fine
That all the world will be in love with night (..)"
text by William Shakespeare



Jekabs Jancevskis (1992) ir viens no savas paaudzes spilgtakajiem un
publikas atzitakajiem komponistiem, kuram jau studiju gados pasiitinajusi darbus
Latvijas iev@rojamakie muziki un kolektivi. Jekabs pirmo muzikalo izglitibu ieguvis
Rigas 1. mizikas skola klavierspéles klas€, p&c tam absolvéjis Rigas Doma Kora
skolu ar kordirigenta diplomu. Jau pamatskolas laikos rodas interese par kompoziciju,
fakultativi apmekl€&jot stundas gan pie Ilzes Arnes, Paula Dambja, bet TpasSu
motivaciju studét kompoziciju nopietna Iiment sanem no Erika ESenvalda, kur$
mudina piedalities konkursos, apmekl&t jaunas miizikas koncertus un analizet
partitiiras.

Jekabs iestajas Jazepa Vitola Latvijas Miizikas akadémija, kur ieguvis
bakalaura gradu kompozicija profesores Selgas Mences klas€ un paslaik stude
magistrantlira pie Jana Petraskevica. Jekabs jau pats pasniedz kompoziciju Rigas
Doma kora skola, vada vokalo ansambli Jiiti, ka arT strada par dirigentu koros Sola un
Anima.

Jekaba muzika ir ka skaists noslépums — taja ir emocionali uzrunajoss
vestijums bez intelektualiem filtriem, apklats ar patiesa dvéseliskuma plivuru, ko
gribas pavert, lai klausitos $o miiziku v&l un vél. Ta ir romantiski viriskiga skanu
pasaule, kas nopietni reflekte par pasaules un dzives paradibam. Jeékaba darbiem
piemit balanss starp emocionalitati, spilgtu melodismu un kompozicionalu inteligenci,
kas ietver izsvértu, meistarigi buvétu formu, originalus faktiiras vijumus un
gaumigumu attieciba pret skandarba ietverto pardzivojumu. Tas nereti ir tieSs cilvéka
jiitu pasaules atainojums, kas tomér spgj pacelties pari vienpersoniskam patosam, ar
elegantu atturibu iedzivinot muzika metafizisku v&stijuma Iimeni. Lai arT izvéleto
teému loks izcelas ar nopietnu dzilumu — cilvéks un vina attiecibas ar pasauli, mizigo,
vestures notikumi no Sodienas skatupunkta —, komponistam nav svess arT humors,
ironizgjot par musdienu kapitalisma sabiedribu. Lielisks piemérs tam ir orkestra
skandarbs Trakas dienas, kura trapigi un ar sarkasmu att€lots Ziemassvétku
iepirkSanas trakums. Biitiska dala Jekaba dailradé ir kormuzikai — vina darbus
atskanojusi Leipcigas MDR radio koris un jau pasaulé atzitie Latvijas profesionalie
kori, ka Latvijas Radio koris, Valsts Akadeémiskais koris Latvija, gan kamerkoris Ave
Sol un labakie jauniesu kori. Ipasi ciesa sadarbiba veidojusies ar Valsts Akadeémiska
kora Latvija dirigentu Mari Sirmo un ar kora Sola maksliniecisko vaditaju Kasparu
Adamsonu, kuri Jekaba darbus iestud@jusi jau daudzas reizes.

Komponists rakstijis miiziku arT teatra izradém un kino. Jekaba mamma ir
aktrise un tiesi teatra vide devusi pirmos spilgtos iespaidus muzikalaja cela —
neskaitamas stundas kulis€s un aktieru lozas, ka ari vairakas izrades un filmas ar pasa
piedaliSanos — tas viss veidojis Jekaba muzikalo iztéli un pieredzi, un jau pavisam
agra vecuma pie klavierém radusas neskaitdmas improvizacijas par teatri dzirdéto un
redzeto.

WHEN jauktajam korim un ¢ellam ir Latvijas Radio kora un dirigenta
Kaspara Adamsona pasiitinajuma darbs. Te kalpo divi svarigi iedvesmas avoti: koris
ka tads un dzeja. Jancevskis: "Miizika vienkarsi rodas, un 1pasi nevari apjaust, kapec.
Saja gadijuma man bija interesanti un pagodinosi rakstit Latvijas Radio korim, kuru
vienm@r esmu apbrinojis. Otrs iedvesmas avots bija Viljama Sekspira dzejas rindas,
kuras atradu gluzi nejausi, skirstot citatus. Vélak izradijas, ka tas ir no lugas "Romeo
un DZuljeta". Tik skaistas, apcerigas... Jo labi zinu: ja nebus teksta, kas mani uzruna,
ar1 rezultats mani neapmierinas." Pieminétas rindas atrodamas lugas 3. c€liena 2. aina:
"Un, kad vin$ mirs, Nem parveért vinu mazas zvaigznites, Tad debess seja atmirdzes
tik skaista, Ka visa zeme nakti iemil&s." (Karla Egles tulkojums.)



